
 

 
 

The C.A.P.E.S page serves as a supplemental resource to personalize your learning.  
Free materials are linked for your consideration to support the implementation of current and 

controversial issue discussions.  
 

Creating a Climate for Discussion 

DESCRIPTION 
 

• Students critically think about issues related 
to identity and community to help them 
assess possible biases that could impact 
their understanding of self and others. 

• Students are clear on ground rules that 
reflect key principles of inclusive and 
productive discussions. Ideally, student voice 
should be included in building or clarifying 
norms. 

• Students are clear on how they will be 
assessed and ideally, participate in defining 
proficiency, allowing for multiple ways to 
express and enrich learning. 

• Students reflect on how their lived 
experiences with controversial issues 
discussion impact their attitudes towards the 
content and process of the simulation.  

POSSIBLE RESOURCES 

• Identity, Community, and Biases 
o Confirmation and Other Biases, from Facing 

History and Ourselves  
o Classroom Culture, from Learning for 

Justice 
o Reflection: What is your FRAME?, from 

Learning for Justice 
o Project Implicit, from Harvard University  
o The Danger of a Single Story, TED Talk 

from Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
o Peel the Fruit, from Project Zero  

• Building Community 
o Lessons in Personhood, from Cult of 

Pedagogy 
o Icebreakers that Rock, from Cult of 

Pedagogy 
o 10 Powerful Community Building Ideas, from 

Edutopia  

• Building Community in Remote Learning 
Spaces 

o How to Humanize Your Classroom or 
School When You’re Teaching from a 
Distance, from Dave Stuart Jr.  

o 80 Back to School Activities for Remote 
Learning Classroom, from Ditch That 
Textbook 

o Ideas for Virtual and Hybrid Learning, from 
Pernille Ripp 

o Fostering Civil Discourse, from Facing 
History and Ourselves  

o Current Events Checklist, from Facing 
History and Ourselves 

o Taking School Online with Student-Centered 
Approaches, from Facing History and 
Ourselves  

• Engaging Student Voice in Creating Rubrics 
o Involving Students in Creating Assessment, 

from Galileo Educational Network 
o Co-Creating Success Criteria with Students, 

from Cult of Pedagogy 

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/facing-ferguson-news-literacy-digital-age/confirmation-and-other-biases
https://www.learningforjustice.org/magazine/publications/critical-practices-for-antibias-education/classroom-culture
https://www.learningforjustice.org/classroom-resources/lessons/reflection-whats-your-frame
https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story?language=en
https://pz.harvard.edu/resources/peel-the-fruit
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/teacher-leadership/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/classroom-icebreakers/
https://www.edutopia.org/article/10-powerful-community-building-ideas
https://davestuartjr.com/how-to-humanize-your-classroom-or-school-when-youre-teaching-from-a-distance-principles-and-practices/?fbclid=IwAR3MkjXW3y48v23TgtqPJDK5eqMfZQmZWiQjhnEbLIghfElsLrTMVg3OPkA
https://davestuartjr.com/how-to-humanize-your-classroom-or-school-when-youre-teaching-from-a-distance-principles-and-practices/?fbclid=IwAR3MkjXW3y48v23TgtqPJDK5eqMfZQmZWiQjhnEbLIghfElsLrTMVg3OPkA
https://davestuartjr.com/how-to-humanize-your-classroom-or-school-when-youre-teaching-from-a-distance-principles-and-practices/?fbclid=IwAR3MkjXW3y48v23TgtqPJDK5eqMfZQmZWiQjhnEbLIghfElsLrTMVg3OPkA
https://ditchthattextbook.com/back-to-school/?fbclid=IwAR2P6vxsHdEgI_e9oGcomirIzW8hhMY7TZ5dayl0Svl6ZTRkWnVEuyn0VTo
https://ditchthattextbook.com/back-to-school/?fbclid=IwAR2P6vxsHdEgI_e9oGcomirIzW8hhMY7TZ5dayl0Svl6ZTRkWnVEuyn0VTo
https://ditchthattextbook.com/back-to-school/?fbclid=IwAR2P6vxsHdEgI_e9oGcomirIzW8hhMY7TZ5dayl0Svl6ZTRkWnVEuyn0VTo
https://www.facinghistory.org/books-borrowing/fostering-civil-discourse-how-do-we-talk-about-issues-matter
https://www.facinghistory.org/educator-resources/current-events/plan-ahead-current-events-teacher-checklist
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/support-teachers-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/taking-school-online-student-centered-approach
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/support-teachers-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/taking-school-online-student-centered-approach
https://inquiry.galileo.org/ch3/involving-students-in-creating-assessment/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/co-constructing-success-criteria/


 

 

Creating a Climate for Discussion 

o Know Your Terms, Holistic, Analytic and 
Single-Point Rubrics, from Cult of Pedagogy 

• Engaging Student Voice in Building Norms 
o Civil Discourse in the Classroom, from 

Learning for Justice 
o Do you REALLY want to hang that poster?, 

from Illinois Civics Hub 
o Facing History and Ourselves 

 Class Contracting 
 Fostering Civil Discourse 

  

https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/holistic-analytic-single-point-rubrics/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/holistic-analytic-single-point-rubrics/
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/publications/civil-discourse-in-the-classroom
http://illinoiscivics.blogspot.com/2019/07/do-you-really-want-to-hang-that-poster.html
https://www.facinghistory.org/professional-development/ondemand/contracting
https://www.facinghistory.org/books-borrowing/fostering-civil-discourse-guide-classroom-conversations


 

 

 

Preparation for a Simulation 

DESCRIPTION 
 

• Students can identify the essential and 
supporting questions related to the simulation. 

• Students can identify the learning objectives 
(disciplinary content and/or skill) to be employed 
in the simulation. 

• Students analyze appropriate materials to 
acquire the background information necessary 
to fulfill role expectations. 

• Students can identify the pertinent civic 
dispositions and processes inherent in the 
simulation. 

POSSIBLE RESOURCES 

• Attributes of High-Quality Essential Questions 
o What are Essential Questions?, from The 

Second Principle 
o Questions about Questions, from Grant 

Wiggins 
o Teaching Teachers and Students to Ask Big 

Questions, from SSChat 
o A Giant List of Really Good Questions, From 

Teach Thought 

• Engaging Student Voice in Creating Questions 
o The Question Formulation Technique, from 

Right Question Institute 
o The Q Matrix, from Howard Gardner’s Multiple 

Intelligences 
o Visible Thinking, from Project Zero 

 See-Think-Wonder 
 Think-Puzzle-Explore 
 Slides of Visible Thinking Routines, 

from Dr. Caitlyn Tucker 

• Sentence Starts for Deliberation and Discussion 
o Sentence Frames That Can Build 

Metacognition, from Corwin 
o Discussion Transition Statements, from 

Candace Fikis 
o Sentence Starters for Discussion, from Kate 

Kinsella EdD 

• Resources to Facilitate Knowledge Grounding for 
Simulations 

o Student Government Affairs Program 
o All Sides  
o Illinois Civics Hub Lesson Plans 
o The Choices Program 
o National Issues Forums 
o Street Law Deliberations 
o KQED – Above the Noise 

• Understanding the Legislative Branch 
o Congress Hearings and the Legislative 

Process, from EdSitement 
o Congressional Committees, from iCivics 
o What is the Legislative Branch of 

Government?, from the History Channel 
o The Bicameral Congress, from Crash Course 

Government 
o Congress and the Constitution, from the Bill of 

Rights Institute  

https://thesecondprinciple.com/essential-teaching-skills/essential-questions/
https://grantwiggins.wordpress.com/2014/12/08/questions-about-questions-ncss-and-ubd/
https://wakelet.com/wake/497df5e2-8aaa-4a1c-ba45-561040a0aa0a
https://wakelet.com/wake/497df5e2-8aaa-4a1c-ba45-561040a0aa0a
https://www.teachthought.com/pedagogy/examples-of-essential-questions/?fbclid=IwAR1n5BiT6_EgbI_sBf9ll1WGmqTkjUtppt_3ydxwJT5nsKhohg7yiaDFdag
https://rightquestion.org/education/
https://edcr3332015gardnersmultipleintelligences.weebly.com/the-question-matrix.html
https://pz.harvard.edu/thinking-routines
https://pz.harvard.edu/resources/see-think-wonder
https://pz.harvard.edu/resources/think-puzzle-explore
https://catlintucker.com/2020/09/online-learning-thinking-routines/
https://resources.corwin.com/sites/default/files/Figure_4.7.pdf
https://resources.corwin.com/sites/default/files/Figure_4.7.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ywWiX9vhuL7YztfxqUiPguz2ghXgexmi/view
https://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/commoncore/structuring-acad-discuss-.pdf
https://sgap.org/
https://sgap.org/
https://www.allsides.com/unbiased-balanced-news
https://www.illinoiscivics.org/supplemental-materials/lesson-plans/
https://www.choices.edu/
https://www.nifi.org/
https://store.streetlaw.org/deliberations/
https://www.kqed.org/education/collection/above-the-noise
https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans/congressional-committees-and-legislative-process
https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans/congressional-committees-and-legislative-process
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/mini-lesson-congressional-committees-hs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hltv8-nzcUc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hltv8-nzcUc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n9defOwVWS8
https://resources.billofrightsinstitute.org/cc/balance-power-legislative-executive-branches/#summary


 

 

o Civics 101 Starter Kit – Legislative Branch, 
from New Hampshire Public Radio 

• Understanding the Legislative Branch 
o Crash Course Government 

 Executive Branch 
 Presidential Power 
 How Presidents Govern 
 Presidential Power Part 2 

o Executive Branch Lesson Plans, Videos and 
Games from, iCivics 

o Powers of the Presidency, from PBS Learning 
Media 

o Civics 101 Starter Kit – Executive Branch, from 
New Hampshire Public Radio 

• Understanding the Judicial Branch 
o Judicial Branch Lesson Plans, Video and 

Games, from iCivics 
o Crash Course Government 

 Judicial Review 
 Structure of the Court System 
 Legal System Basics 

o US Courts of Appeals and Their Impact on 
Your Life, from US Courts  

o Curricula and Teaching Materials, from Street 
Law 

o Teacher’s Portal, American Bar Association 
o Supreme Court Document Based Questions, 

from the Bill of Rights Institute 
o Civics 101 Starter Kit - Judicial Branch, from 

New Hampshire Public Radio 

• Separation of Powers 
o Separation of Powers, from National 

Constitution Center 
o Separation of Powers, from Constitution USA 
o Civics 101 Separation of Powers, from New 

Hampshire Public Radio 
o Separation of Powers What’s for Lunch?, from 

iCivics 

• Federalism 
o Civil Society in Times of Crisis, from the Bill of 

Rights Institute  
o Federalism, from iCivics 
o Federalism, from Crash Course Government 
o Federalism, from Constitution USA 
o Civics 101 Federalism, from New Hampshire 

Public Radio 
o State and Local Government, from iCivics 

• Tools for Differentiation 
o Rewordify.com 
o Text to Speech Reader 

https://www.civics101podcast.org/civics-101-episodes/legislativebranch
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5l02sK5LovI
https://www.pbs.org/video/crash-course-government-11/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5vnuFJSMYkY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fnHb-zyWh14
https://www.icivics.org/curriculum/executive-branch
https://www.icivics.org/curriculum/executive-branch
https://cptv.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/powers-of-the-presidency/
https://www.civics101podcast.org/civics-101-episodes/executivebranch
https://www.icivics.org/curriculum/judicial-branch
https://www.icivics.org/curriculum/judicial-branch
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mWYFwl93uCM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGyx5UEwgtA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mXw-hEB263k
https://www.uscourts.gov/educational-resources/educational-activities/us-courts-appeals-and-their-impact-your-life
https://www.uscourts.gov/educational-resources/educational-activities/us-courts-appeals-and-their-impact-your-life
https://www.streetlaw.org/programs/?catid=125
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_education/resources/teacher_portal/
https://resources.billofrightsinstitute.org/supreme-court-document-based-questions/
https://www.civics101podcast.org/civics-101-episodes/judicialbranch
https://constitutioncenter.org/learn/hall-pass/separation-of-powers
http://www.pbs.org/tpt/constitution-usa-peter-sagal/we-the-people/separation-of-powers/
https://www.civics101podcast.org/worksheets/ep34-separation-of-powers
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/separation-powers-whats-lunch
https://billofrightsinstitute.org/e-lessons/civil-society-and-federalism-in-times-of-crisis
https://www.icivics.org/search-results?keywords=federalism
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J0gosGXSgsI
http://www.pbs.org/tpt/constitution-usa-peter-sagal/federalism/#.YPBNQC1h1pR
https://www.civics101podcast.org/civics-101-episodes/federalism
https://www.icivics.org/curriculum/state-and-local-government?page=1%2C1
https://rewordify.com/
https://ttsreader.com/?fbclid=IwAR3r3Aj2OukEviIncmj6e1iovzcW9XAEvrx2pHpOSrq6Fnvlt8nK3rOv5uE


 

 

o Talking Points 
o Read Aloud: A Text to Speech Voice Reader 
o Announcify 
o Voice in Voice Typing 
o Dyslexia Friendly  

 
  

https://talkingpts.org/
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/read-aloud-a-text-to-spee/hdhinadidafjejdhmfkjgnolgimiaplp
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/announcify/mmiolkcfamcbpoandjpnefiegkcpeoan
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/voice-in-voice-typing/pjnefijmagpdjfhhkpljicbbpicelgko
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/dyslexia-friendly/miepjgfkkommhllbbjaedffcpkncboeo


 

 

 

Participation in a Simulation 
DESCRIPTION 

 

• Students can identify appropriate allies to build 
coalitions necessary in simulation. 

• Students can identify and anticipate challenges 
built into the simulation and possible responses. 

• Students can discern the multiple roles, 
motivations, and perspectives of others in the 
simulation. 

• Students can identify and employ systemic 
supports within the simulation. 

• The student employs appropriate norms of 
participation throughout the simulation 
consistent with their role. 

• Students can identify and employ appropriate 
means of communication consistent with the 
simulation (oral, digital, written, visual, other). 

POSSIBLE RESOURCES 
 

• Town Hall Resources 
o Town Hall Circle, from Facing History and 

Ourselves 
o Town Hall Meeting Guide, from 

ReadWriteThink 
o Town Hall Meetings Empower Youth, from 

Learning for Justice 

• Moot Court Resources 
o Mini-Moot Courts, from Street Law 
o Moot Court, from Street Law 
o Simple Steps to Conduct a Moot Court, from 

Constitutional Rights Foundation 

• Legislative Hearing Resources 
o Law Craft, from iCivics 
o Mock Legislative Hearing, from Street Law 
o Mock Hearing, from Citizen’s Advocacy Center 

• Mock Trial Resources 
o Mock Trial, from Street Law 
o Student Mock Trial: from the Classroom to the 

Courthouse, from iCivics 

• Mock Election Resources 
o Mock Election, from Youth Leadership Initiative 
o Mock Election, from iCivics 

• Local Government 
o City Government Services, Departments and 

Funding, from Carolina K-12 
o Counties Work, from iCivics 
o Land use Simulation, from Foundation for 

Teaching Economics 

  

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/town-hall-circle
https://www.readwritethink.org/sites/default/files/resources/lesson-docs/Town_Hall_Meeting_Guide.pdf
https://www.learningforjustice.org/magazine/town-hall-meetings-empower-youth
https://store.streetlaw.org/mini-moot-courts-resource-bundle-and-video/
https://www.streetlaw.org/teaching-strategies/moot-court
https://www.crf-usa.org/images/t2t/pdf/SimpleStepstoConductaMootCourtActivity.pdf
https://www.icivics.org/games/lawcraft
https://www.streetlaw.org/teaching-strategies/mock-legislative-hearing
https://www.citizenadvocacycenter.org/uploads/8/8/4/0/8840743/legislative_process_senate_committee_hearing.pdf
https://www.streetlaw.org/teaching-strategies/mock-trial
https://www.icivics.org/news/blog-post/student-mock-trial-classroom-courthouse
https://www.icivics.org/news/blog-post/student-mock-trial-classroom-courthouse
http://yli236.youthleadership.net/learning-programs/mock-election/
https://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/mock-election
https://www.crf-usa.org/images/t2t/pdf/nc/GovtServicesandFunding10.pdf
https://www.crf-usa.org/images/t2t/pdf/nc/GovtServicesandFunding10.pdf
https://www.icivics.org/games/counties-work
https://www.fte.org/teachers/teacher-resources/lesson-plans/eelessons/site-selection-a-land-use-simulation/


 

 

 

Closure and Reflection 
DESCRIPTION 

 

• Students can articulate how the simulation 
experience relates to the learning objectives, both 
skill, and content 

• Students express areas of improvement for their 
performance in the assigned role. 

• Students can use the simulation experience to 
identify areas of systemic change with democratic 
institutions and processes explored in the simulation. 

• Students can extend learning by creating additional 
essential and supporting questions to extend the 
inquiry.  

POSSIBLE RESOURCES 
 

• Reflection Strategies  
o Reflection and Action for Civic Participation, 

from Facing History and Ourselves  
o Big Paper Talk, from Facing History and 

Ourselves  
o Reflective Writing and Thinking, from UTM 

Experiential Education Office  
o Visible Thinking, From Project Zero 

 I Used to Think, Now I Think 
 What Makes You Say That? 
 Visible Thinking Routines, from Dr. 

Caitlyn Tucker 

• Formative Assessment Ideas to Assess Student 
Growth 

o 56 Formative Assessment Ideas, curated by 
David Wees, Formative assessment 
specialist, New Visions for Public Schools 

o 53 Ways to Check for Understanding, from 
Edutopia 

o Formative Assessment Tools 
o 75 Tools to Improve Student Learning, 

Stefanie Wager Iowa DOE 

• Engaging Student Voice in Creating Questions 
o The Question Formulation Technique, from 

Right Question Institute 
o The Q Matrix, from Howard Gardner’s Multiple 

Intelligences 

 

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/reflection-and-action-civic-participation
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/big-paper-silent-conversation
https://www.utm.utoronto.ca/experience/sites/files/experience/public/shared/pdfs/Students%20-%20Reflective%20Writing%20and%20Thinking.pdf
https://pz.harvard.edu/thinking-routines
https://pz.harvard.edu/resources/i-used-to-think-now-i-think
https://pz.harvard.edu/resources/what-makes-you-say-that
https://catlintucker.com/2020/09/online-learning-thinking-routines/
https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=5887e207aadebe16205a25dd
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-ctuIFFr22SkYtS_WL8xUPnnDev_GGpt/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17d8f2jPe8xiXlwaEecPgyy1KoDH3Gcg3/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-RrT45QGXWZkZ_gvB_NOrpk5O6PVBoTl/view
https://rightquestion.org/education/
https://edcr3332015gardnersmultipleintelligences.weebly.com/the-question-matrix.html

